
Beach Management Advisory Committee Draft Terms of Reference 

Main Objective/Remit: To advise the Council on measures required to provide a safe, clean 

and well-maintained beach facility, compliant with the European Blue Flag criteria. Also to 

provide a forum for stakeholders to discuss matters relating more widely to the 

management of Swanage Bay. 

Reports to: Tourism & Local Economy Committee and Environment Committee. 

Councillor Membership: Three councillors to be appointed at the Annual Council Meeting 

each May, one of which will be elected as Chairman of the Advisory Committee. 

Outside Representatives: Swanage Lifeboat Crew, MCA, Coastwatch, Dorset Council, Dorset 

Police, National Trust, Environment Agency, Swanage Pier, Swanage Sailing Club, Swanage 

Fishermen’s Association, Swanage Angling Club, Private Beach Hut Sites Hut Owners’ Group, 

North Beach Representative, Swanage Sea Rowing Club, local divers, Ocean Bay businesses, 

Seaweed removal contractor, Pierhead Watersports and Byelaw Enforcement, Durlston 

Country Park, Designated Bathing Zone Operator, Quay Operators, Deckchair/pedalo 

concessionaire, Wessex Water, and Natural England, RNLI Lifeguard team, Beach Buddies, 

local outdoor adventure companies. 

Frequency of Meetings: Three times a year, in February, May, and October. 

Member Training requirements: None. 

Other Matters: This committee has no delegated decision making powers. Any issue 

requiring Town Council expenditure or amendment to Town Council policy will be the 

subject of a recommendation to either the Tourism and Local Economy Committee or 

Environment Committee, which may in turn be referred to a meeting of the Town Council. 

The committee can provide guidance to officers to assist them in taking forward minor 

matters that do not require referral to a committee.  

Functions: 

1.1 To consider proposals, and make recommendations as appropriate, in respect of the 
following matters relating to the beach and Swanage Bay: 

• beach and water safety  

• environmental management and education 

• signage 

• events 

• accessibility  

• moorings and boat launching/landing facilities 

• management of personal watercraft 

• commercial proposals relating to the Main Beach (Mowlem to Ulwell 
Stream).  

1.2 To advise on amendments to the beach rules and regulations. 
1.3 To advise on amendments to Dorset Council’s Public Pleasure Boats Byelaws. 
1.4 To receive reports regarding sea defence works, flood prevention and beach 

replenishment schemes from the Environment Agency and Dorset Council. 
1.5 To receive reports regarding water quality from Wessex Water. 
1.6 To consider any matter referred to it by the Town Council or another council 

committee. 


